
26 March, 1985 

Norman Bernstein, Associate Counsel 
Ford Motor Company 
The American Road, Room 1123 
Dearborn, Michigan 48121 

Re: Duane Marine Salvage Corporation Superfund Site 

Dear fir, Bernstein: 

I am sending you copies of two documents, by Express Mail, as 
I promised I would when we spokeby telephone this morning. 

First, please find a cbpy of the new administrative order Issued 
on Friday, Harch 22, 1985, naming 22additional parties as gen­
erator respondents in tbeDuaneWarine natter# 

Second, I have also enclosed a copy of the letter that accom­
panied 'that order.1' 

Under separate cover, .1 will send a copy of. the new computer 
printout analysis of the information gathered from the complete 
set of manifests obtained from the offices of the Hew Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection. I will send the new 
data just as soon as Janet Feldstiett receives her copies from 
the contractor that did the Work for EPA., 

I look forward to.seeing you at the,April 3, 1985,. meeting 
mentioned in the enclosed cover letter., I also plan to meet 
with you in your capacity as counsel representing the Ford 
Motor Company on,April 2,1985, in our offices at 1ff:Q0 a.m. 

..Sincerely yours, 

Margaret Thompson 
•Law; Clerk:::'," './v. 
Office of Regional Counsel 

Enclosures 

ccs Janet Feldstein, 2F,I#D-tSIC 
; V"3ruee Sprague, 2ERRD-RP 

20RC-WTS:WTHOMPSOWsnt rx8 067:03/26/8S 
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Memorandum to the files: DUane Marine Salvage Company 

From: Walter F. Mugdan 

On Friday evening, March 15, 1985, at about 5:50 p.m. I called 

Jack Lynch, chairman of the Duane Marine generators' committee. 

I told him that Janet Feldstein was in my office and had informed 

me that work at the site, tinder the EPA-approved workplan, was 

behind schedule. Specifically, I said that even using the most 

liberal interpretation of the order, work should have started by 

March 15, but that Bob Blanchfield had told Janet work would not 

start until March 25. I asked him if he could explain the delays. 

Lynch replied that he personally had been involved in several trials 

since mid-Februarv, and had only just returned to the office on 

March 15 after ah absence. He had spent the day talking with Blanch-

field and other members of the geerators' group. He described the 

sequence of events as follows: "We put in a workplan; we asked for 

commentsr/from EPA/, and got some back. They /the comments/ were 

a major advance towards 'this is what the deal is,' but they were 

not treated by either side as the final starting gun." I expressed 

suprise at this view, and quoted to him. from Margaret Thompson's 

notes of her telephone conversation with Lynch on March 12, at which 

time it was agreed that work would begin bv March 19. I also quoted 

to him. his letter to Margaret, dated March 7, which reflects final 

agreement on the workplan. He noted that he had not read that letter 

which was prepared by an associate. 

Lynch then pointed out that Blanchfield had spoken to Bruce Sprague 

(I believe he said this conversation was on March 15), and they had 

agreed that commencement of work could be delayed until March 25 



provided that it was not a "token start, like leaving a trailer on 

site," but was an actual-commencement of cleanup work. Lynch said 

he (or Blanchfield) had written a letter confirming this understanding, 

and the letter was already in the mail. 

Lynch then explained the basis for the delay. He 'said the committee 

had originally passed the hat for $2000 per generator. After the 

workplan was drafted* an efeimate of $40,000 for the next phase of 

work was received, and plans were made to pass the hat again. Some­

time in the last week or two the generators had had a confesice call 

to develop an ad hoc allocation for this second subscription; as a 

result of that, some $31,000 was collected. (He nbted that Midland 

Glass could not be reached for the conference call, and later com­

plained that the allocation share assigned ±o it was too high, and 

has therefore not contributed yet. He also noted that Midland Glass 

was still waiting on a response from EPA concerning its petition to 

be let out of the order.) He said that as a result of changes to 

the workplan it is nofa estimated the next phase of work will require 

$43,000, So the group is about $12,000 short. His proposal is that 

they sign with IT Corporation for the work next week, and dip into 

the funds from the earlier collection for the shortfall. He said thfc.. 

based on a phone survey today (3/15), a majority of the generators, 

have approved signing the contract with IT Corp. 

I told Lynch to move as quickly as possible, and that it would be help­

ful if he could start some work on site by the week of March 18. I 

forgot to tell him that we have had press inquiries during the week of 

March 11 about why there has been a delay in starting work; I intend 

to call him again on March 18 to advise him of this. 

cc: Janet Feldstein 
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.Jttre&:*2i 1985 

^Rei DuaBe Karin® Balvage Corp. Faeility, M Washinoton 
street, 

Beat Sir.or'fladam 

.,;• /•, The Ohited Btates'/Bnvironmental .Protection- agency ("EM") 
•has documented • the release- and-' threatened;' release of' hazardous •" 
oubstapces* ;-B0lluta«ta>; ana contaminants at,' the p.ua'ne Marine • 
/Salvage; Corp. -facility,- located at' 26 ..Washington Street, Perth- '• 
Aspey, •;.flew ,3ersey. The •.property "'upon, which' the subject facility' 

• is .located. i is believed to be owned -.at • present • by -Edward • 
.lecarreaux*'- ;"v- ':•'•• 

Under the Cceiprehena i ve Environmental Response, .Coispen--. • L ~ • ' 
;;-satipnfr;and-,hiafeility;^-lCiBCKRl^- 42 O.s.c. §9601 et sec., : ....V.' 
;• and •-••other -laws,' .parties: r@spbos.ible -.-for' ''the .''release or -fEreatehed'"•-*' -
•;- release -Of-.-hazaraoua substances into the euvlronment from' an - V, 
•uncontrolled' hazardous waste facility may' foe liable for all 
monies expended'-'by' '.'the ..federal government to take - necessary 
response -actions .at. such facilities^. Response actions, say", 
entail suchactivtties as,, investigation*. 'planning,'. removal,•; and 
-:resed|al;:act^ns-;at--these;faciiities,-1 • Responsible''parties-
".-.say.-also,-.fee- heMliablefor any enforcement costs •• incurred 
by • thp;governsehtr-/'-

v iC--
• 

• •-

rv. 

^hder.-CmCLh*- -responsibie -parties include the current'and 
'past, owners ,ani-.-:operiitore..ef-.e - facility, as. well;-as persons •• 
who .-gene rated: - the hazardous • substances, or-who were- -.involved \ ..-v''-
fn transport,7 treatstept,:- or disposal- of .those.-substances'' at'-" 
t h e  f a c i l i t y * : ; - • - ' v . '  • " ' ;  •  • - .  

L 
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EPA has information which indicates that your company is a 
responsible party within the intent Pf CERCLA. ibis information 
includes the records of Duane Marine* and Mew Jersey hazardous 
waste manifests that are now in the possession of EPA, 

EPA has determined that an Immediate Removal Action* as 
defined In the national Contingency Planf 40 G,P*R. Part 390, 
is. necessary at. the' Suane Marine facility in; order! to prevent 
an immediate and significant risk of harm to human health arid 
the environment* as defined at 40 C,P.R. S390.65U). The 
Immediate Removal Action contemplated by EPA will include the 

; removal of all containerized wastes from the Dpane Marine 
facility and proper disposal of those wastes, Disposal of 
the wastes currently on the site et the Duane Marine facility 
will include the removal of the wastes to a secure landfill, 
incineration, or ether appropriate disposal methods,! Liquids 

/ shown to be compatible by analysis will be bulked and disposed 
.'of. properly, ' "•*.••!'.' 

Obviously cpataminated surficial soils ai the Duane Marine 
facility will be removed for disposal, Subsurface soil samples 
will be collected for a determination of the extent of any 
remaining contamination, 

Du© to the human health threat posed by direct contact with 
the wastes at the facility* it is necessary to provide 24-hour 
security in order to! prevent access by unauthorized persons. 
In additori, a secure perimeter! fence must be constructed around 

; the facility, •• .\ ;y :..'y' .. . , 

• .•••••/- .estimated that:'the- total initial response action \ 
as summarized herein*, if performed fey the federal government* 
would cost approximately $1,144*000,00 iOMB milliom ome bohdred 
AMD PpRTy-FOOR THOUSAND POtLARS). 

•: *• -' •' Prior adMnistrative orders -.were, issued- under : the-, authority 
CERCLA to 33 responsible parties in connection With the Duarie! 

Marine .'.site, Since .December•'•1.3.# 1984, those named, parties 1 \ ! 
have taken certain, Specified actions in compliance with the 
prior ordersi A detailed work plan has been prepared, sub- I 
mitted to EPA, and;modified by EPA pursuant to certain prpvi— ! 

r.,.'.-;.;'"-s ions of .-the ;two,prior-qrderp,- -! The work detailed in the 'f 
EPA-approyed work plan is due to commence on Marbh 25, t985, J 

The enclosed Administrative Order has been issued to your 
: company as a respondent pursuant to the authority of section '' 

® ^ CERCLA,. 42 0,S,C. §9606(a) . The Order requires your y 7i 



company and the other responsible parties named to join with 
the parties named in the prior orders ip performing the -
actions EPA has determined necessary to effectuate a proper 
immediate removal action at the Duane Flarine facility, The 
Order also regulresthat either individually or throogh a 
representative, the named parties infpnn _$PB of their intention 
to comply, or not to tromply, and that they implement the 
reguired removal acti|>n. 

If the responsible parties fail to commence and complete 
the removal action within the time period specified in the 
Order, then 1PA will commence and comlete the work/ ar ci reus** 
stances ©ay require, and will collect its total costs from the 
respondents* in addition, if you violate this Order, you may 
be liable for a civil penalty of up to $5,000.00 per day, 
and. for imposition of special punitive treble damages in an 
amount up to three times the cost of a federally funded 
response.- . 

EPA anticipates a reguest by the responsible parties for 
a conference to discuss this Order. See paragraph 65 at pages 
21 and 22 of the enclosed Order. Accordingly, we have reserved 
a time and plaice for a conference among all named parties. The 
conference will be held on Wednesday# April 3, beginning at 10 
A.M., inRoom305B, 26 Federal Plaza, HewYorK, New York,'' 
Federal Plata is-located at the corner of Broadway end Duane 
Street in downtown Manhattan. i This meeting will fulfill 
the opportunity to confer which is provided in the order. 

Should you have any questions concerning tblp matter# 
please contact either JanetFeldstein, Environmental Engineer, 
Site Investigation and Compliance Branch, Emergency and 
Remedial Response Division, EPA Region II, at (212) 264-8098, 
or Kargaret Thompson, law Clerk, Office of Regional Counsel, 
EPA Region XI,. at (212) -264«»8062, I hope that you will give 
these matters your immediate attention. 

-Sincerely yours,'- -

Douglas P. Blazey 
Regional Counsel 

Enclosures 




